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Class Meets: 

Email: schuringjr@central.edu




Mon/Wed/Fri, 2:00-2:50pm

(usually the best way to reach me)




in Weller 228

Office: WCBI 212
Office Hours:


Office Phone: 641) 628-5318





MTWF
10:30-11:30am



T
2:00-3:00pm

Home Phone: 515) 313-7419

and by appointment

(anytime before 10pm)






 

Course Description

From the Course Catalog: 

Economic analysis of natural resources and environmental goods. Topics include optimal consumption of depletable resources, analysis of environmental policy, theory of common property resources, public goods, and external costs and benefits, as they apply to environmental resources.

Core requirements: 

s: Social and Behavioral Inquiry (for students entering before 2010)
Students will build on their understanding of microeconomics and learn to apply economic analysis to environmental issues. By the end of the semester, you will learn how economists think about environmental problems, understand the advantages and disadvantages of a number of environmental policies, be able to conduct a cost-benefit analysis, and be able to complete economic analysis on a range of environmental problems. 
Prerequisites: Econ 112 (Principles of Microeconomics)

Course Materials

Textbook: Environmental Economics & Management: Theory Policy, and Applications by Scott Callan and Janet Thomas, 5th edition, South-Western Cengage Learning, 2010. 
ISBN-13: 978-1-4390-8063-4
Blackboard: accessible through myCentral

(class notes, problem sets and class grades will be posted to Blackboard throughout the semester)

Course Requirements/Grading Criteria
Problem Sets (20%): The best way to learn the material that we will cover in class is through working problems, so throughout the semester, I will be assigning problem sets. You will have six problem sets total. The problem sets will always be due at the start of class a week after they are handed out. I encourage you to work in groups on the problem sets, as working with at least one other person is an excellent way to learn the material. If you work in a group, you only need to turn in one copy of the problem set per group. Everyone in the group will be held responsible for the content of the problem set (and each group member should know how to work every problem on their own). Groups can be two or three students (but no larger than three). You may also work individually on the problem sets, but again, group work is encouraged. I do not accept late homework under any circumstances. If you cannot make it to class on a day that homework is due, you are welcome to send your problem set with a classmate, email it to me or bring it to my office. If it is emailed or dropped off, it must reach me before class time (2:00pm) on the day the homework is due.
Exams (40%): There will be two exams during the semester. Each will count as 20% of your final grade. Exams will consist of a combination of short-answer and problem-solving questions. Since it would be very difficult to complete the exams in 50 minutes, each exam will be held in the evening during the week the exam is scheduled (either on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday evening). One day of class that same week will be cancelled - the day that is cancelled will depend on the day the exam is scheduled, which will be determined in class. 
Sustainability Project/Paper (15%): You will participate in a group project based on a sustainability issue on campus. Later in the semester we will discuss the project/paper in detail and you will choose your groups and topics.
Final exam (25%): There will be a two-hour final exam. It will have two different sections: the first section will be over material covered after Exam 2, the second section will be cumulative, over all material covered during the semester. The format will be similar to the midterm exams and consist of a combination of short-answer and problem-solving questions. The final exam will be held on Thursday, December 16th, 1:00 – 3:00pm. 
Grading Criteria
Homework

20%

Exams


40%

Project


15%

Final Exam

25%

Letter grades will be calculated based on the following scale:

93% – 100% =  A

80% – 82.9%  =  B-

67% – 69.9%  =  D+

90% – 92.9%  =  A-

77% – 79.9%  =  C+

63% – 66.9%  =  D

87% – 89.9%  =  B+

73% – 76.9%  =  C

60% – 62.9%  =  D-

83% – 86.9%  =  B

70% – 72.9%  =  C-

59% and below =  F

I reserve the right to grade on a curve, depending on the overall class performance.

Important Dates

Friday, September 3rd – Last Day to Add/Drop a Course

Tuesday, October 19th – Midterm Grades Due

Friday, November 12th – Last Day to Withdraw

Thursday, December 16th – Final Exam (1:00pm)

Attendance Policy

While I will not take attendance in class, it is always to your advantage to attend all classes. If you miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to collect lecture notes or handouts from a fellow student who attended the class.

If extreme circumstances (for example, your own medical emergency or a serious illness or death in your family) cause you to miss an exam or turning in a problem set, you may discuss your options with me for making up the missed work. If you have this kind of emergency, you must inform me before the class you miss (either by phone or email) and soon afterward submit a written explanation. If you are unable to contact me due to the nature of the emergency, you are allowed to have someone else (for example, a parent or sibling) contact me. You will still be required to provide a written explanation for the absence(s) when you return.
Notification of Participation in College Sanctioned Events:  Mock Trial participants, choir tour participants, athletes, and others who must miss a class to participate in a college-sanctioned event are expected to notify me in advance and complete work – including exams – in advance of the absence. It is the student's responsibility to communicate with me in advance regarding his/her absences and determine a schedule for make-up work.

Academic Integrity

Cheating, plagiarism, and unauthorized collaboration in any form are violations of academic integrity. Academic dishonesty will never be tolerated in this course.  Any act of dishonesty will be punished to the fullest extent as mandated by the Central College Policy on Academic Integrity.  Specifically, any assignment on which academic integrity has been violated will received an F, and information regarding the incident will be turned over to the Office of Academic Affairs for further disciplinary action. Depending on the severity of the violation, it may result in failing the course. In the case of serious or repeated instances, students may also be suspended or dismissed from the college. A copy of Central's Academic Integrity policy can be found in the Student Handbook, the Central Catalog, and on myCentral (on the Resources tab). It is your responsibility to read and understand the contents of that policy before you submit work to be graded. Questions regarding the policies and enforcement of the policies may be addressed to me during class or during office hours.
Disabilities

Central College abides by interpretations of the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that stipulates no student shall be denied the benefits of an education “solely by reason of a handicap.”  Disabilities covered by law include, but are not limited to, learning disabilities, hearing, sight, or mobility impairments, and other health-related impairments.  If you have a documented disability that may have some impact on your work in this class for which you may require accommodations, please see Nancy Kroese, Director of Student Support Services and Disabilities Services Coordinator (x5247) during the first two weeks of the semester. Then see me so we can determine how to implement any accommodations you may require.  

If there are other circumstances in your life situation that I should know about, please talk with me immediately about those as well.  Your early contact with me allows for greater flexibility in the future.

Course Schedule
	Week
	Week of
	Topic
	Chapter

	1
	August 25
	Intro; Economics in Environmental Management
	Chapter 1

	2
	August 30
	Overview and Review of Markets
	Chapter 2

	 
	 
	 
	 

	3
	September 6
	Modeling Market Failure
	Chapter 3

	 
	 
	No class on Monday (9/6) - Labor Day
	 

	4
	September 13
	Conventional Solutions to Environmental Problems
	Chapter 4

	 
	 
	 
	 

	5
	September 20
	Economic Solutions to Environmental Problems
	Chapter 5

	 
	 
	 
	 

	6
	September 27
	Managing Muncipal Solid Waste
	Chapter 18

	 
	 
	Exam 1 (Chapters 1-5)
	 

	7
	October 4
	Assessing Benefits for Environmental Decision-Making
	Chapter 7

	 
	 
	 
	 

	8
	October 11
	Assessing Costs for Environmental Decision-Making
	Chapter 8

	 
	 
	No class on Friday (10/15) - Fall Break
	 

	9
	October 18
	Benefit-Cost Analysis in Environmental Decision-Making
	Chapter 9

	 
	
	Shortened class on Friday (10/22) - Inauguration
	 

	10
	October 25
	Defining Air Quality
	Chapter 10

	 
	
	
	

	11
	November 1
	Improving Air Quality: Controlling Mobile Sources
	Chapter 11

	 
	 
	Exam 2 (Chapters 7-10, 18)
	

	12
	November 8
	Improving Air Quality: Controlling Stationary Sources
	Chapter 12

	 
	
	Guest speaker, Kevin Doyle, on Wednesday (11/10)
	 

	13
	November 15
	Global Air Quality and Climate Change
	Chapter 13

	 
	
	
	

	14
	November 22
	Sustainable Development
	Chapter 20

	 
	
	No class on Friday (11/26) - Thanksgiving Break
	

	15
	November 29
	Sustainable Approaches
	Chapter 21

	 
	
	
	

	16
	December 6
	Presentations
	 

	17
	December 13
	Monday: College-wide Study Day
	 

	 
	 
	Thursday: Final Exam (1:00pm)
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