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Political Science 242GS                         





Fall, 2010
Jim Zaffiro

Global Sustainability
ADA Compliance Statement:
Central College abides by the interpretations of the Americans With Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that stipulates no student shall be denied the benefits of an education "solely by reason of handicap." Disabilities covered by law include, but are not limited to, learning disabilities, hearing, sight or mobility impairments, and other related health impairments. If you have a documented disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you may require accommodations, please see me and Nancy Krouse, Director of Student Support Services and Disability Services Coordinator, (x5247) so that such accommodations may be arranged.

Our Approach:
Planetary sustainability is no longer something for climate scientists and environmental activists to worry about:  it is an international political, economic, and security threat for all of us and for future generations. As problems become more acute-- and even life threatening-- they enter the international political arena in new and unprecedented ways. Negotiating ways of dealing with them quickly raise issues of state sovereignty, economic power, development and global interdependence.

The process of recognizing and understanding barriers to sustainability, and then designing policies to remove them, is complex and multi-dimensional work: scientific, political, economic, socio-cultural, and moral-ethical.  Many problems are global in scope, transcending national boundaries and requiring global solutions. Complex underlying local, national, and international political and economic institutions and processes structure and manage the research, policy debates, and international negotiations aimed at reaching agreements and finding ways to implement solutions for the problems themselves.

Our present global system is not well structured to deal equitably with issues in ways which promote sustainable development, social justice, and human rights.  The economically and militarily powerful countries dominate the global debate. The weak bear the brunt of others' failure to curb their wasteful and destructive appetites...our appetites.  In the end, however, the tragedy of the global commons, the fact that we all must breathe the same air, drink the same water, grow our food, and live together on the same despoiled planet, will force us into action.  Will it be soon enough?

Besides rich and poor countries, we will also consider a wide variety of other key actors, including multinational corporations (MNC’s) like BP, international governmental organizations (IGOs), especially the United Nations system and the European Union, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), such as the Grameen Bank and Partners in Health. We will examine the history and politics of several critical global sustainability challenges. They are global in the sense that they affect people across national boundaries.  Most of these problems, as well as their potential solutions, operate and must be attacked at several levels simultaneously.
In-class contribution counts for 20% of your course grade.  You are expected to regularly attend and contribute to the success of our class. This includes asking questions, sharing opinions, participating in discussions, sharing results of your campus sustainability projects, and offering support and encouragement to your fellow classmates. More than three unexcused absences will affect your course grade. Four in-class writing exercises based on questions for common readings will be scheduled over the semester, each followed by group discussions.

We will read, write, share and discuss a set of common experiences, questions, and assigned readings.  There will be videos, guest speakers, field trips, and a variety of other opportunities intended to help you to discover connections between your own values and behaviors, our campus sustainability commitments, and global sustainability.  We will learn about the global dimensions of how Central College operates: in your rooms, at the KAC, CUIFS, in the College Organic Garden, in the VSC, and in hundreds of other places. Your Central education depends upon reliable, bountiful supplies of food, water, electricity, recreation, transportation, heating and cooling, educational technology. All have global sustainability implications.

There will be a midterm examination, on Wednesday, October13th, is worth 15% of the course grade.  The final examination, on Thursday, December 16th (8:00-10:00am) is worth 20%.  Each will consist of short answer identifications and long essay questions, with choice. Everyone will also write 2 focused critical book reviews (your choice) from among:  Thriving Beyond Sustainability, Blessed Unrest, Just Give Money to the Poor, and Soil Not Oil. Each should be in the 3-5-page range, and include page references to passages cited from the books.  They will be structured around your answers to selected questions provided by me at the start of each unit when that book is assigned.  Your reviews and the books they are based on will be discussed in class near the end of each course unit. Each review is worth 10% of the course grade.  Writing quality, depth of insight and evidence, and your willingness to orally share the contents of the papers will enter into grading decisions. 
Everyone will do a semester-long campus sustainability service or community sustainability service project. This assignment counts for 25% of your course grade. All projects will be coordinated through the office of Community-Based Learning. You may work individually or form project teams. Students seeking x credit, or doing service learning in other classes, are encouraged to “connect” their classes and service.
A few examples of Campus Sustainability Service: working in the Central College organic garden and Orchard, improving energy or water conservation in your pod or residence hall, promoting sustainability education and awareness at Central College, working to get sweatshop-free and fair trade items sold at the bookstore, working with CAB, your team or club, The Ray, SUSTAIN, SCATE, Campus Ministries, InterVarsity, or Student Senate in planning, organizing, or helping to carry out a campus environmental or social justice event or activity, studying and reporting on some aspect of our campus operations (food, water, electricity, transportation, chemical use). A few examples of Community Sustainability Service: Jasper County Conservation, Neil Smith Prairie Learning Center, American Friends Service Committee. To view a list of approved sites, go to http://departments.central.edu/serviceLearning   click on Students, then Courses and select POLS 242.
To record and process your experiences, you will be keeping electronic sustainability journals. Write your entries frequently, (at least 2-3 times per week) describing and reflecting on your chosen semester-long service project. You will also do some in-class based writing there. On some days I will give you an issue, topic, reading, or question to reflect and journal on. You are to conclude the project-journal assignment with a formal detailed written proposal memorandum style for a positive change, reform, policy or practice that would make Central College more sustainable (I will submit them to the appropriate campus person).
Each student or team will present brief (5-10 minutes) oral reports near the end of the course, to share results of your service project with the rest of the class. Besides demonstrating term-long effort and learning, as reported in your journals, formal oral presentation criteria will be used in my grading evaluation. 
Sustainability Principles (P) Course Goals (G) Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):

P1. Sustainability emphasizes systems (ecological, social, economic, cultural, and political)
G1. An understanding of connected, finite systems (ecological, social, economic, cultural, and political)

SLO1: understand ways human systems affect ecological systems

P2. Sustainability Education operates locally (place-based, real-world problems)
G2. Ability to apply problem-solving skills to local real-world sustainability challenges 


SLO2: apply definitions of sustainability to local issues
P3. Sustainability Education extends globally (trans-national, inter-cultural, inter-generational)
G3. An intercultural, intergenerational perspective that nurtures empathy, awareness, and respect


SLO3: empathize with sustainability perspectives from other cultures


SLO4: articulate the relationship between poverty, social justice, and ecological destruction


SLO5: articulate a vision for or elements of a just and sustainable culture and society

P4. Sustainability focuses on relationships within and across communities (Leopold’s land ethic)
G4. Appreciate the nature and value of connected communities (cultural, social, economic, and political)


SLO6: articulate a vision for or elements of sustainable communities 

P5. Sustainability Education highlights connections and is trans-disciplinary (ex. our readings)
G5. Appreciate the interdisciplinary nature of sustainability problems and solutions (one is not enough)


SLO7: explain why sustainable solutions demand input from many academic disciplines

P6. Sustainability Education nurtures personal and social responsibility (our service projects)
G6 An aware, ethical, and educated sense of responsible living and citizenship


SLO8: identify and articulate ethical frameworks (equity, justice, human rights)

SLO9: identify core values; articulate how to align them with attitudes + behaviors in daily living

P7. Sustainability Education fosters transformation (personal, community-wide, cultural)

G7. A commitment to action, where values, attitudes, knowledge and skills are applied to sustainability


SLO 10: collaborate locally in service of sustainability
Office Hours:
Lubbers Building, Room 233; MWF: 2:00-4:00pm and other times by appointment.
Books for Purchase:

Erik Assadourian, Transforming Cultures: From Consumerism to Sustainability, (2010)

Chasek, Dowie and Brown, Global Environmental Politics, 5th ed. (2010)

Hanlon, Barrientos, and Hulme, Just Give Money to the Poor, (2010)

Andres Edwards, Thriving Beyond Sustainability, (2010)

Paul Hawken, Blessed Unrest, (2007)

Vandana Shiva, Soil Not Oil, (2008)
Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments:
August 25-Sept. 10            
Defining Global Sustainability; Frameworks and Assumptions




Discovering and Aligning our Values, Attitudes, and Behaviors; 





Campus Ecology: Central College is the Real World!




Read:
8-25             
        (R         
Jim Farrell, The Nature of College: College Culture, Consumer

Culture and the Environment; (2010) “Prelude and Introduction” (pp.1-11); Erik Assadourian, Ed., Transforming Cultures, (2010) Foreword, by Muhammad Yunas; Preface, by Christopher Flavin; “The Rise and Fall of Consumer Cultures,” Assadourian (3-20)
Journal: 
Draw your own brain, and then write a reflective response to Jim Farrell’s Nature of College, “Prelude and Introduction,” (1-11)

8-27                         (R
John Ehrenfeld, “A Radical Notion of Sustainability,” (48-57); “The Tao of Sustainability,” (58-63), from: Sustainability by Design, (2008: 133-45)
Journal: 
Your carbon footprint results: http://www.b-e-f.org/carbon
8-30
Jim Farrell, (R) “The Nature of Religion” (116-129); “Engaging Religions to Shape Worldviews,” Gardner (23-29), in Assadourian
Small Group Disc/Journal:
Reflect + Write: “What are the sources of my values? What are my values? Which are core values? What is the difference between values and beliefs? How do my core values and beliefs shape and support my attitudes and behaviors? What are sustainability-affirming values, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors? How can I align my core values with ethically consistent behaviors and life choices?
9-1
“Higher Education’s New Assignment: Sustainability,” by Assadourian (55-56); Samuelsson and Kaga, “Early Childhood Education to Transform Cultures for Sustainability,” (57-61), 
Linn, “Commercialism in Children’s Lives, (62-67)
9-3
“The Power of Social Movements,’ by Assadourian, (171-72); “Inspiring People to See that Less is More,” by Andrews and Urbanska, (178-84); 


9-8                         (R              Jim Farrell, The Nature of College: College Culture, Consumer Culture and the Environment; (2010) “Nature of Stuff” (23-30); “ 

“Nature of Fun” (91-102); 
Journal:
Reflect and write: “the nature of [your] campus fun”

Journal: 
Do a Dorm Room Audit: reflect on “the meaning of my stuff”

9-10
Jim Farrell, “Making Environmental History” (146-53); 
Journal:
Reflect and write: “Ways Central is sustainable, unsustainable”

Assignment: 
Complete + Submit your Values and Knowledge Surveys
Assignment:


Visit and then write: http://departments.central.edu/globalsustain/ 
Assignment: 
Start Your Sustainability Service Project, reflect and journal about your project choice, expectations, hopes, fears

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

September 13-24

Evolution of Sustainability as a Global Issue Area:
                         

Read:




Hawken, Blessed Unrest*, “The Beginning,” “Blessed Unrest,” 




“The Long Green” (Book review due: 10-8)




Chasek, Global Environmental Politics, Chs.1, 3, 4
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday, September 17th, Share Autobiographies in Class

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sept.27-Oct.1


States as Global Actors, International Negotiations and the N-S 




Divide: “Poverty is the greatest environmental problem”




Read: 




Chasek, Global Environmental Politics, Ch.2, 6
Maniates, “Editing Out Unsustainable Behavior,” (119-126); and Renner, “Broadening the Understanding of Security,” (127-132), in Assadourian (2010); journal on one (Maniates or Renner)
*(R
Schapiro, “The New Diplomats,” in: Exposed: the Toxic Chemistry of Everyday Products and What’s at Stake for American Power, (2007: 179-89, 202-03)
*(R
Helme, “Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Efforts in China,” (79-86) in Climate Change and Global Poverty, (2009)
Journal: 


Take a Webtrip:  www.pewclimate.org  or www.ipcc.ch/ 
October 4-13


Globalization v. Sustainability: Whose Version of Development?




Multilateral Economic Organizations for Development + Trade; 




(Bretton Woods, World Bank, IMF, WTO, GEF, UNEP, UNDP)
Journal: 


Reflect on: “We benefit from their poverty”

Journal:


Reflect and write: “Is Globalization Sustainable?”




Read:
Hawken, Blessed Unrest,* “The Rights of Business,” “Emerson’s Savants,”  “Indigene,” “We Interrupt This Empire,” “Immunity,” “Restoration;” visit www.wiserearth.org (Reviews due: 10-8)
Costanza, “Adapting Institutions for Life in a Full World,” (85-90), in Assadourian, (2010);
(R
Jones, “Double Jeopardy: What the Climate Crisis Means for the Poor,” (10-42); Diringer, “Toward a New International Climate Agreement,” (pp.65-78), in Climate Change and Global Poverty, (2009).

Chasek, Global Environmental Politics, Ch.7, “Environment, Politics, and Development”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Wednesday, October 13th Midterm Exam
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
October 18-29



Poverty, Social Justice, Human Rights and Sustainability: 



               
INGOs and NGOs and Sustainable Development






Read:





Just Give Monet to the Poor* (Reviews due: 10-29)

Judi Aubel, “Elders: A Cultural Resource for Promoting Sustainable Development,” in: (Assadourian, 2010: 41-46)

Journal:



Reflect and write: “What is Development?”





Chasek, Global Environmental Politics, Ch.5



(Web):

Paul Farmer, “Never Again? Human Values 
and Human 





Rights,” at: www.pih.org/inforesources/articles.html 





Webtrips:





Grameen Bank, www.PIH.org , KIVA, AFSC, MCC,
November 1-19
Global Food Policy: Agriculture, Poverty and Health





Read:




  




(R
Jim Farrell, “Food for Thought,” (40-53) 

Bates and Hemenway, “From Agriculture to Permaculture,” (47-53), and Morgan and Sonnino, “Re-Thinking School Food: the Power of the Public Plate,” (69-74), in (Assadourian, 2010)
Journal:



Go trayless 7 days and reflect: “the meaning of trayless”





Shiva, Soil Not Oil* (Reviews Due: 11-12)

(R
Ebi, “Public Health Adaptations to Climate Change in Low Income Countries,” (130-41) in Climate Change and Global Poverty, (2009).
Journal: 



Keep a 3-day food diary: “What I can do to eat healthier”
Journal: 



Reflect on the film: “The Future of Food”
November 22-24             

Global Population and Sustainability:





            Read:

(R
Brown, “Eradicating Poverty, Stabilizing Population,” in Plan B 4.0: Mobilizing to Save Civilization, (2009: 168-91)

Journal:



Reflect on the film: “Six Billion and Beyond”
Nov. 29-Dec. 8 


Solutions: Working Locally for Global Sustainability;





Building Sustainable Systems for Future Generations






Campus Sustainability Project Presentations 





Read:
Andres Edwards, Thriving Beyond Sustainability,* (Reviews Due: 12-3)
Anderson and Miller, “Media Literacy, Citizenship and Sustainability,” (157-63), and Han, “Music: Using Education and Entertainment to Motivate Change,” (164-69), in Assadourian, (2010);
(R
Coleman, “Mobilizing Action for Climate Change Adaptation in the North and South,” (260-75) in Climate Change and Global Poverty, (2009)
Jim Zaffiro, “Central College Climate Action Plan,” (2009)
at: www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org

Journal:



Visit, reflect, write: www.graduationpledge.org  
December 10



Final Exam Review





Read:







Chasek, Ch.8, “Future of Global Environmental Politics”

Assignment: 



Submit your Central College sustainability proposal
Journal: 



“What I will take with me from this class” 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Thursday, December 16th
Final Exam: 8:00-10:00am
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
